


SANTA FE's steam streamliner used on the 
coast lines during the Golden Gate exposition. 
Once used on the famed "Valley Flier", she is 
shown here on the San Diego line as snapped by 
R-P.Middlebrook. The equipment has since been 
restored to reguler service. 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Somehow, I'm sort of proud of this issue. Not that it 
is outstanding for some feature article, but that it is 100% 
news. From time to time we have experimented with various 
combinations, but by enlarge the most letters come from fans 
s@ying that the news is the one thing they enjoy best of all. 
While your editor has a soft spot in his heart--or is it his 
head--for such all feature issues like the "Cable Car Number", 
as well as the photo spreads like the Y.Ve trip and Santa 
Maria Valley roster, the news will continue to occupy first 
place on the list. Of course your letters are a continuing 
poll on what you readers want, and you can depend on our doing 
our level best to meet your expectations. 

Of course we have our limits. Unless you home-front fans 
send in all the news you come across, we can not be expected 
to give full coverage. When anything happens on your local 
rail line, drop us 4 letter or post card. As you can see 
our interest lies in all rail lines on the Pacific slope from 
Canada to the Mexican border. Our eastern limits are rather 
vague since the Colorado lines cccasionally break into print, 
For the most part our limitations are problems of reporting, 
but we are trying to cover the coast states first. 


When we mentioned back copies we ran into a hornet's nest 
of letters, end the bound volumes were snatched up in no time 
at all. Fact is that the last few issues have been regularly 
sold out a few weeks after mailing. With the paper shortage 
we have tried to cut down on excess printing, but the result 
has been that we do not have back copies of any of the recent 
issues for anyone. The only way to be assured of copies is 
to keep your subscription up to date at all times for if your 
name goes off the list we can not supply the missing copies. 
You will be notified when your subscrij.tion expires, but grace 
extends only for one issue. Francis Guido, Editor 


PERSONALITIES 

Lt Ted \urm, San Francisco's own authority on the V&T, 
is now the proud papa of Michael Edward, born February 14. 
Michael's mother, Betty, is a former member of the WAAF. The 
family is temporarily located in England. 

Sgt James M. Cloney has been wounded in the European 
Theatre. James is our Greyhound agent railfan. 


Reviews of Railway Literature 


we've nad the letest issue of Trolley Trails Through 
the West on our desk for a couple of weeks so we etter 
Tet you know before the supply is exhausted. Volume Three 
is entitled "Transit in the City ef Roses", and covers the 
city lines and interurbans of Portland, Oregon. Like the 
previous volumes, this publication contains a great deal of 
information on electric lines written in an easy conversations 
style. This 3$x5} booklet of 55 pages is printed on good bot 
paper and is well worth the 25¢ asked for it. Copies may be 
purchased from the author, Robert S. Wilson, 708 South 9th 
Avenue, Yakima, Washington. 
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CALIFORNIA SHORT LINE TOUR 
$/Sgt Darrell B. Brewer 


My first stop was at San Luis Obispo (Pacific Coast Rail- 
way) where I found #105 (2-8-0) and 110 (4-6-0) inside the 
roundhouse and 107 (2-8-0) outside. Mr. A. Mackie, the machinist 
and last remaining employee was very helpful and interesting. 
He showed me Motor Coach #4002, the old electric car from the 
Santa Maria-Guadaloupe line motorized with a 1928 Dodge motor. 
It made two trips to Port San Luis before the line folded. 

In the yard mail car #50 and box car 209 and cabooses 2 and 3 
still remain. The tracks are still down to the 8.P. depot, 
but erosion is making rapid headway on the old right of way. 
vost of the rolling stock is owned by a Los Angeles scrap firm. 


Down at Santa Maria the Sante Maria Valley is going grest 
guns. They have an addition to their rolling stock in number 
1000, a large 2-8-0. 


I next looked over the Yosemite Valley. Engines 22 and 
235 (4-4-O's) are inside the house, 21 (4-4-0) is still stored 
outside and 27 and 28 (2-6-0's) are being used. The rest of the power 
(25, 26, and 29, 2-6-0's) is leased out. They had a large 
washout up in the canyon, but it is now repaired. --- Train 
schedules are now convient for an all day fan trip over the 
line with the mixed train leaving Merced at eight in the morn- 
ing and arriving back about seven in the evening on Mondays 
Wednesdays and Fridays ONLY. 


I saw Sierra coach-caboose #9 on a Southern Pacific freight 
out of Chowchilla so I went up Sonora way to look over the 
line. I found the Sierra working full blast. Number 18 is 
back in the roundhouse, but #5 is still in the same position 
she was in in 1957. 


VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE'S LAST 4-4-0 SOLD TO MOVIES 


Virginia & Truckee #1l, 4-4-0, hag 
been sold to a motion picture company 
and is now in southern California. The 
= sale was made dispite assurances that 
she would be kept in Carson City as a 
memento. Her mate, the #12, was acquired 
by the R&LHS at the time of the New York 
fair so will be spared the same fate. 
-- Gilbert Kneiss 


The Visalia Electric 601 was scrapped at S.P.'s shops 
in Sacramento and the cab is now on concrete foundations 
being used as a tool shed. -- J.Ce Hammond 


The old Arcata and Mad River narrow guage track between 
Arcata and Korblex has been torn up, but the old roundhouse, 
water tank, etc., are still standing at Arcata. -- B. Dessert 


The proposed ICC report on the Santa Fe's extention to 
the harbor at Long Beach is that the application be denied 
with the recomendation that further action be taken on the 
plan to unify operations A the water front. -- Ry Age 
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A.C. #9 at Martell 
Feb.« 18, 1945 by 


AMADOR CENTRAL ACQUIRED Philip G. Johnson 
BY NEW ORGANIZATION 


The Amador Central Railroad is now under new management 
as @ result of the purchase of ior aa interest by the 
Winton Lumber Company whose mill borders the amador Central 
at Martell. The new management is spending about $200,000 
rehabilitating the line from Ione to Martell... The line is 
to be regraded and relaid with new ties and heavier rail. 
Application has been made to the War Production Board for 
permission to lay new 70 pound rail on the entire line as th 
present roadbed will not support the new diesel-electric. 

The A-eC. will soon receive delivery of &he new 44-ton 
diesel-electric switcher to replace the four steam engines 
now on the road. Steam locomotives #5 (4-6-0) and 6 (2-6-2) 
are being scrapped. #7 (2-6-2) has just been completely over- 
hauled, and will soon be on the way to a lumber road at Nez 
Perce, Idaho. Wumber 9 which had been purchased from the 
Yreka Western Railroad only about a year ago is also to be 
sold. The #9 is a mate to A-C.'s #7 as they were mmbers 
9 and 8 respectively on the McCloud River Railroad a few 
years ago. 

The two passenger coaches will be burned shortly. 

-- Phil Johnson, J.C. Hammond, Gil. Knei 


see Sept-Oct, 1942 issue for history and roster 


Engines involved in the "Californian" collision near 
Redlands on February llth were 5015 (4-10-2) which headed 
the freight and a 4400 (4-8-4) on the Californian. 


f- -- L.A. Examiner photo 
The former Holmes-Eureka Company logging engine #1, 0-4 
is missing from the Breedon Company yard in Eureka where it 
been stored for a good many pears. -- Dessert 
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NOPTHWEST NOTES 


The Great Northern and Milwaukee roads have asked the 
Interstate Commerce Commission for permission to merge their 
lines between Spokane, Wash., and Coeur d'Alene, Idaho. The 
plan is to abandon portions of their parallel lines and con- 
struct connecting tracks to establish a joint line between 
the two points. The proposed single line will consist of 
12.4 miles of main track and 2.1 miles of side track. Cost 
of new construction was estimated at $22,600. -- Thayer 


Two of the three gas locomotives formerly used on the 
Diamond Match Company's logging operations near Sandpoint, 
Idaho have been sold. The 17 mile line which connected 
with the Spokane International at Diamond Junction was aban- 
doned in the Fall of 1943. -- Tom Kreutz 


The Fruit Growers' Express is trying out a new type 
refrigerator car in the Pacific Northwest. The new car is 
53 feet long instead of the usual 42 and has its ice bunkers 
in the roof instead of at P ga ends. --- Thayer 


NAVY USES OLD LOCOMOTIVES TO AID POWER PLANT 

Two old consolidation type locomotives dating back to 
1901 have been spotted at the Alameda Naval Air Station to 
augment the power supply there while a new plant addition 
is baing built. They were procured from the U.S. Army 
Material Redistribution Center at Portland, Oregon and towed 
southe Originally coal burners, their ash boxes were removed 
and they were fitted as oil burners. When the new addition 
is finished, they will be kept as a stand-by somrce of power 
for the various air stations were rail facilities are avail- 
able. -- "Oakland Tribune" via Ed Turner 


-#- 
The Crane Creek Lumber Company has rebuilt its railroad 
near Goose Lake according to reports in "Timberman". - Snook 


REPORT FROM WESTWOOD 


The Fruit Grower's Supply Company are planning a rail 
line to reach the vast block of timber recently acquired from 
the Red River Lumber Company in the Hat Creek and Burney 
Creek basins south of the town of Burney in Shasta County. 

Thses plans involve a continuation of the FGS railroad 
logging whereby the logs from the Burney country will be sent 
to either Westwood or anville over the company's rails 
and, presumably, those of the S.P. and WeP.. The recently 
abandoned spur of the Red River immediately north of Poison 
Lake on the W.P.'s Bieber line is being regraded and location 
surveys have alread shown the route of the proposed FGS main 
line west of Poison Lake. This line will drop down the 800- 
foot lava rim, the Hat Creek Rim, on a long switchback or 
hairpin to the floor of Hat Creek Valley. This will be a 

ery expensive piece of road for the rim is a barren talus 
slope of jumbled lava boulders some 15 miles in length. 
There will be a long grade for the loaded log trains up to 
the W.P. connection at Poison Lake. 


---Philip C. Johnson 
-#- 
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NAPA VALLEY CARS ON PACIFIC LUMBER COMPANY 

Interurban car 635 has joined baggage car 100 on the Pacif 
Lumber Company at gootia, California. These two cars, once t} 
pride of the Napa ‘alley Electric, were sold to Pacific t 
F.L. Botsford. The cars will be used to carry logging crews wy 
to the woods on the Yager Creek Logging operations. There an 
now about ten miles of railroad and a roundhouse and shop at 
Yager. The Pacific's logging trains out of Scotia are handled 
by Northwestern Pacific crews who make trips to Yager Creek ani 
Jorden Creek every week day. --- Stanley Borden 


YOSEMITE VALLEY ABANDONMENT RECOMENDED 

The proposed examiner's report on the Yosemite Valley 
Railroad is that the line be permitted to abandon dispite some 
inconvience to shippers. 

There is no word as yet on the results of the offer of 
Ae Priedeberg of the Machine Tool and Equipment Company of 
New York of $28 per $1000 face value of Y.V- Bonds. The deal 
carries stock control, but is conditioned upon acceptance by 
70% of the bond holders * eeieaaed 21st. 


Richmond via the Scenic Slough Route 


The following are the Interburough Rapid Transit numbers 
of the New York elevated cars sent west for use on the Ship- 
yard Railway operated by the Key System between Oakland and 
Richmond : 

448 so2 811 813 817 821 822 
825 855 836 839 
847 854 857 858 
868 871 872 876 
888 892 894 900 
910 914 917 919 
933 938 941 945 949 
979 981 
--Herman Rinke, Nat. Sect'y, 


FERRY ECHOES 


The last shipyard ferries to Richmond and Sausalito are 
scheduled to be abandoned March Slst as many workers have 
obtained housing nearer the yards and the service has been 
operating at a loss in recent months. 

One boat was taken off January lst, two more were re- 
moved 28th when service to Richmond yards 1 and 2 was dis- 
continued, and the last two will tie up when service to 
Marinship at Sausalito and Richmond yard #3 is discontinued: 
Some of the boats have been taken over by the navy. 


The three Southern Pacific ferries, "Eureka", "Berkeley' 
and "Sacramento" are being painted their pre-war white after 
having a coat of Navy grey since early 1942. These are the 
only boats left in the S.P.'s fleet and are used between the 
Oakland Pier and the Ferry Building in San Francisco. 

-- J.C. Hammond 

The fare on the Mare Island-Vallejo ferry went up to 5/ 
a trip on March 2lst from a previous commute of 32 trips for 
a dollar. -- Hammond of 
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‘xgy NOTE" 
Key System car #953 has been painted in red, 
white and blue for the Red Cross drive. With 911 
in a red, white and blue as a employment ad, some 
fans are trying t get buth of them in one picture. 
Key's differential dump #1125, a trailer, has 
been equipped with an I.E.R. pantagraph to facilitate switch- 
ing under catenary construction and to work streetcar switches. 
About March 2nd the Oakland Termfnal began running Santa 
Fe diesel-electric switcher 23500 all the way up 40th Street oo 
the Sacramento Northern's Shafter Street yard in interchange 
service. SN 404 and 440 are still in service also. 
P -- Elmer Cunming 


HUNTER'S POINT RAILROAD 

Richmond Shipyard 4afilway cars 578-579 are now 50-51 of 
the Hunter's Point railroad. The other four ex-el cars are 
numbers 52 to 55. The cars are equipped with steps like the 
Richmond cars, but they are on one end of each car only. The 
motors have been removed from the trucks, and the six cars are 
pulled by a small center-cab diesel which pulls them about 20 
niles per hour. The conductors are special police, one on 
each platform, with a white gloved brakeman on the rear when 
the train makes a reverse movement to the drydock from the 
housing project. The cars are painted battleship grey with 
"J.Se NAVAL DRYDOCK, HUNTERS POINT" on the letterboard of 
each car. -=- Elmer 


The Key system has sooiiea to the war Production Board 
and the Federal Communications ‘“ommission for permission and 
equipment for handling yer jag ae and trouble-shooting by 

dio. The Municipal Railway of San Francisco has made pro- 


} sion in its budget for a simular installation in San Fran- 


isco and will soon make applications.---Hammond, Kneiss 
-#- 


SOUTHERN CAL TROLLEY NOTES 


A new medallion has been drawn for the Los 
Angeles Transit lines replacing LARY's winged 
mission towar. A new color scheme approximat- 
ing National City Lines pattern is also being 
applied to the busses. -- R.T. McVay 


LOS ANGELES 


: -#- 
The San “iego tlectric is painting some of its PCC's and 
400's in a new color combination of orange and yellow instead 
of green and cream. The following is the assignment of cars 
on the San Diego lines: 
Mostly Salt Lake cars with a few Wilkes-Barre 
P.C.Ce with a few Wilkes-Barre in the rush 
P.CeC. with a few Wilkes-Barre in the rush 
New York cars 
400's 
New York cars 
400's 
New York cars 

Coronado numbers 351 and 352, exGlendale & Montrose 

~ffe- -~- ReTe McVay 
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NEW MUNY SAN 


Effective Sunday, March 4, 
through interurban service from 
Fifth and Market streets to Third 
and Main streets in San Mateo will 
be provided by the municipal rail- 
way on a service frequency of 20 
minutes, it was announced today by 
E. G. Cahill, manager of utilities. 

At the same time, it was an- 
nounced that the line (No. 40) will 
be rerouted over Valencia street 
from Fourteenth street to Twenty- 
eighth street, instead of Mission 
street, as formerly, It was esti- 
mated that the change would re- 
duce traveling time by from six to 
eight minutes because of lesser con- 
gestion. The move will establish a 
running time of one hour for the 
20-mile trip. Through fare from 
Fifth and Mission streets to the 
San Mateo terminal will remain 
unchanged at 25 cents. 

The public utilities commission 
also directed that all cars assigned 
to the route be of the interurban 
type and that the 17 cars involved 
be processed and repainted in the 
municipal gold and blue colors. 
These will be the first of the for- 
mer Market Street cars to be 
changed from the green and white 
colors of the private company. The 
changeover will be at the rate of 
two cars per week, 

Service frequency will be every 
20 minutes to 8 p. m. and every 30 
minutes thereafter to midnight. On 
week days and Saturdays the first 
car will leave San Francisco at 
6:20 a. m. and the last at 12 mid- 
night. The first car will leave San 
Mateo at 6 a. m. and the last 
through car at 10:45 p. m. There- 
after, every 30 minutes, from 11:04 
p. m. to 1:40 a, m., cars will leave 
San Mateo for Daly City and con- 
nect there with cars to San Fran- 
cisco, 








MATEO SERVICE 


Besides the new San Mateo schedules 
which resulted in increased revenues of 
more than $100 a day, the following chang 
are to take place on the Municipal Railwy 

Effective April 9th the #12 street 
car line will be operated on Mission st 
only, being extended to Geneva Avenue as 
short run #14. The Ocean Avenue portion 
will be covered by extending alternate xk 
cars to Mission Street. The Sloat Blvd, 
portion will be operated by motor coach 
from St Francis Circle. 


2. Effective April 8th, new time tab 
will be in effect on the 9, ll, 12, 14,1 
and 25 lines. All lines now terminating 
Pifth and Market, except the San Mateo in 
pesam, will be extended to the Ferry 

Nge 

at As e0on as contracts can he let fy 
street installations the H line 

extended over the 25 line to Visitation 


4. Effective when "strtegic" (gic 
ials for crossings can be yo Sy ey F 
eng Pc Mg a. across Market Stred 

oPe pot and 
” Sree Street. wickectiuseme - 
« When the ODT approves, street c 
operation on Polk & j me 
ee epace Larkin #19 will be ¢ 

6- As soon as possible the E lin 
be converted to trolly busses <Gedare w 
overhead and toaéthes have been let. 


Commenting upon the first six months operation, Manager 
Cahill atated that it cost $1,255,000 in equinmment and repairs 
to keep the system running and that after the war the system 
must be scrapped. 


EDITOR'S NOTE: 


In all fairness we must point out that 


Mr. Cahill's comments refer to a contrast between what a trans 
system should be (which as yet no city has ever achieved) ani 
the very obsolite and run down equipment with with which publit 


transportation is now being carried on. 
his very dark picture is a part of al 
post-war improvements. 


On the other hand, 
Og fare cempaign to fins 
Regardless of the Utilities Commissi 


post war plans, it seems apparent that the present equipment 
have to be used for a good many years to come. 





THE WESTERN RAILROADER 
For the Western Railfan 
FRANCIS GUIDO, Editor 
502 N. Claremont St.. San Mateo, Calif. 


Subscription Rate: Twenty issues for a Dollar; single copies 10¢ 
Official Publication of the Northern California Railroad Club 
Theodore Gibson, Chairman, 118 Mt. Diablo, San Mateo, Calif. 








